Future perspectives.
Transcription is coupled to splicing and other post-transcriptional processes. The importance of transcription factors in developmental biology and disease is underlined by genetic analysis in flies and humans. The genome project is identifying large numbers of novel transcription factors and RNA-binding proteins. Proteins may have multiple functions, acting at the transcriptional and post-transcriptional levels. The vast amount of novel biological information requires new, high-throughput approaches and bioinformatics.